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Abstract

Over the past two decades, China has expanded its influence in the Middle East,
focusing on building economic ties through trade and infrastructure development in
what it calls "soft integration." In contrast, the United States continues to prioritize what
is called "hard integration," focused on strategic alliances with security commitments,
deployment of military equipment, and integration of regional defense systems. An
ongoing challenge is that the two integration processes are increasingly encountering
conflict points that lead to tensions in the region's geopolitics. The question is how the
United States and China will adapt to these tensions. The opportunity is that the role of
the United States as a regional security provider and the role of China to strengthen
economic ties can effectively exist. Doing so, however, requires the development of a
new set of norms for geopolitical competition and the mutual acceptance of a more
pluralistic vision for world order. Failure to do so will not only increase instability in
the Middle East, but also increase the possibility of conflict between the two great

powers.
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